GENIUS AND CHARACTER
rung of April, and I am already preparing my
speech for the October festival."
"But there are occasions when no preparation
is possible. For instance, the Corfu affair/'
"The two techniques interlock. Patience and
preparation, swift execution. The March on Rome
could not have succeeded had it not been swift.
When all the world believed that there would be
trouble in Rome or in Florence, disturbances
broke out in Pisa. That October evening, to
hoodwink the world, I went to the theatre in
Milan, They were playing Molnar's The Swan.
My proclamation had been ready since the 16th.
I had given it to Chiavolini, for I regarded him
as the most reticent of my associates. If the
police had raided my house, I should have been
arrested."
"Why do you speak of your enterprise as
unexampled in history ?"
"In Italian history," he amended. "If you want
to find a precedent for mobilising Italy in order
to march on Rome, you must go back centuries."
"Suppose that one of your four generals, who,
after all, had sworn fealty to the King, had
changed his mind and opposed your march, what
would you have done?"
"We should have fought 1"
"What if you had failed?"
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